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BOARD OF GOVERNORS
Term expires

Diane DunaSKiSS, Lake Orion . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Dec. 31, 2018
marilyn Kelly, Bloomfield Hills  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Dec. 31, 2022
Paul e. maSSaron, Southfield . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Dec. 31, 2016
DaviD a. nicholSon, Grosse Pointe Farms . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Dec. 31, 2018
SanDra o’brien, Northville . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Dec. 31, 2020
Gary S. PollarD, Detroit  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Dec. 31, 2016
Dana ThomPSon, Detroit  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Dec. 31, 2022
Kim TrenT, Detroit . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Dec. 31, 2020

m. roy WilSon, President
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Wayne State University was created as a state institution by Act 183 of 1956, succeeding 
Wayne University, formerly operated by the Detroit Board of Education. The university was given 
autonomous constitutional status by a vote of the people of Michigan in April 1959. 

Wayne State is one of the few institutions in the United States to combine high research activity, 
a comprehensive doctoral program, a medical campus, and a large graduate and undergraduate 
population. Michigan’s only urban research university, it is recognized by the Carnegie Foundation 
for the Advancement of Teaching as having very high research activity (RU/VH) — a designation 
held by only 3.5 percent of institutions in the nation. Faculty members are renowned experts in 
their respective fields who mentor students and provide handson experience in stateoftheart 
laboratories. 

Wayne State University’s main campus encompasses 203 acres with more than 100 buildings, 
including several residence halls and apartments. Located in Detroit’s culturally rich Midtown neigh
borhood, students are in the center of a vibrant, resurgent city and at the doorsteps of the state’s 
best law firms, theatres, corporations and hospitals. They not only have access to worldclass culture 
and entertainment, but also to countless opportunities to participate in Detroit’s dramatic rebirth. 
Wayne State’s reach expands throughout Southeast Michigan, with six extension centers in Wayne, 
Oakland and Macomb counties, including fouryear degree programs offered at several locations 
in Macomb County. The new Advanced Technology Education Center in Warren, part of a partnership 
with Macomb Community College, is training students in highdemand technology careers and 
on the forefront of automotive technology research.

WSU’s School of Medicine is the nation’s largest singlecampus medical school. It is affiliated 
with the hospitals of the Detroit Medical Center, which include Children’s Hospital of Michigan, 
the Rehabilitation Institute of Michigan, Hutzel Women’s Hospital, Detroit Receiving Hospital, 
Harper University Hospital, SinaiGrace Hospital, Huron ValleySinai Hospital, and the Michigan 
Orthopedic Specialty Hospital. It maintains a research and education partnership with The Henry 
Ford Health System in Detroit and coordinates teaching experiences with 14 community hospitals 
through the Southeast Michigan Center for Medical Education. It is the home of the National 
Institutes of Health (NIH) Perinatology Research Branch, one of only a few branches located outside 
of the NIH’s main campus in Maryland. The branch supports research related to pregnancy and 
maternal health, embryonic development, fetal growth and infant wellbeing. The center’s hospitals 
and clinics are an educational facility for Wayne State students in medicine, nursing, pharmacy, 
social work and healthrelated liberal arts programs.

Wayne State is home to TechTown, a business incubator that accelerates economic growth in 
Detroit by growing strong businesses and driving regional collaboration. Since 2007, TechTown 
has assisted more than 600 companies, which have created more than 1,000 jobs. Wayne State is also 
part of Michigan’s University Research Corridor, along with Michigan State University and the Uni
versity of Michigan. In 2014, the URC universities contributed $16.6 billion to Michigan’s economy. 

Nearly 28,000 students — including recent high school graduates, community college transfers, 
graduate and professional students, business people, professionals, industrial workers, and retirees — 
study at Wayne State. Ninety percent of WSU students are Michigan residents. The university has 
the most diverse student body in Michigan, with students from 47 states, more than 60 countries 
and all walks of life. To ensure proper coordination and course scheduling, WSU works closely 
with community colleges and other educational institutions in Southeast Michigan.

Wayne State University is accredited by the North Central Association of Colleges and Secondary 
Schools and its academic programs are accredited by the appropriate agencies.

Credit enrollment (fall head count) 2012 2013 2014
 Oncampus and at extension centers . . . . . . . . . .  28,938 27,897 27,578


